The  Epic   March
19*3
for a fortnight after the commencement of the strike in Newcastle,
the situation was uncertain. The Government were waging a war of
nerves and showed no intention of arresting the strikers or their leaders.
"How am I to house and feed them,55 thought Gandhi. Keeping
hundreds of people inactive was undesirable. There seemed a way
out. Why not turn these pilgrims of faith into soldiers of satyagraha?
Why not take this army into the Transvaal and see them deposited
in jails or settled at Tolstoy Farm? But the strength of the army was
now 5,000, there was no money for railway fare and the Transvaal
border was distant. Gandhi decided to march on foot. Only those
who were disabled in limb were to be taken by rail.
While the preparations were being made, Gandhi received an
invitation to meet the coal-owners and he went to Durban. They
wanted Gandhi to advise the strikers to return to work but he de-
clined to do so and, instead, asked the coal-owners to intervene on
behalf of the workers and get the £3 tax repealed.
When Gandhi returned to Newcastle he found that more labourers
had joined his army and still more were pouring in from all directions.
Gandhi told them about the threats held out by the coal-owners and
pictured before them the risks. The miners had their wives and
children with them but none of them would go back to the mines and
asked Gandhi not to be anxious about them as they were inured to
all hardships.
Six thousand labourers were informed one evening that they were
to inarch early next morning and the rules to be observed on the
march were read to them. There was to be a daily ration of only a
pound and a half of bread and an ounce of sugar for each soldier.
None of the "invaders" was to keep any more clothes than necessary
and none was to touch any one's property on the way. They were to
welcome arrest, bear patiently with abuse, and even flogging. Gandhi

